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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just introduce yourself


Q Clarify the law regarding voting rights for the jailed

Q Become aware of what counties are doing to make it
easier for those awaiting trial to vote



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose of the presentation. Since we only have 15 minutes, this is a high level look at the issues. 


People who are
incarcerated in

pretrial detention

retain their right to vote.

Affirmed by the US Supreme Court in 1974
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Presentation Notes
People in pretrial detention have a constitutional right to vote. 


In Michigan, criminal disenfranchisement laws strip people

of their right to vote if they are serving a term of
incarceration for any conviction, misdemeanor or felony, but
automatically restores the right to vote upon release from

imprisonment.
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Presentation Notes
In Michigan while you are serving a sentence you are stripped of your right to vote. As soon as you are release, the right to vote is returned to you. 


At least 163,000
people

are booked into
jail each year.
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Presentation Notes
All of those people have the right to vote but because they are in jail, it’s hard to register and vote for a number of reasons.


Biggest Challenge

Many people — including sheriffs, election
officials, and jailed voters themselves — do not
know when and how contact with the criminal
legal system may affect voter eligibility
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Education is an important part of addressing the issue. 


Other

Challenges

Confusion and misunderstanding of Michigan
voting laws;

Difficulty in obtaining information about
upcoming elections, which is often distributed
online and requires internet access;

Problems in obtaining materials required to
register and cast a ballot;

Lack of accessibility for jailed voters to register
and cast a ballot in a timely manner;

Mail restrictions and delays experienced by the
mail systems in the jails, and the United States
Postal Service;

Lack of Election Day voting opportunities inside
county jails; and

A lack of assistance for people trying to register
to vote and cast their ballots


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once people are aware of the issue, there are still a number of issues due to resources in jails. I’m not going to address each of these, that would take too long. This list is in the report and we will send you a copy of the powerpoint.


sent to aH 83 I\/\lchlgé?!oum
Jails

84% (70) Responded
67 of those that responded have a jail where they hold

An individual more than 72 hours
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We wanted to find out what counties were doing so we asked. 


County Response

County Response

By number of counties
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We got a pretty good response. (Point out what the colors mean.)


37 count
(55% of the
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and/or vote
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A little more than half of the counties with jails have some procedures in place but how formal it is varies greatly. 


* \Voter education
* Voter Registration
* Absentee Voting

Basic Requirements
for

* Election Day or In-person
voting

vote-in-jail * Partnerships and
Collaborations

* Transparency and
Accountability
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Our organization lists these as the basic requirements for in jail voting. It looks a lot like how the League deals with access to voting in all of their work. The following slides illustrate what counties are addressing these issues. I’ll give one or two examples for each. 


Voter Education

Voter Education
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Education is by far the most common with 26 counties sharing voting information with people in jail. Give one or two examples. 


Voter Registration

Voter Registration
By number of counties

Mot Appliable
L3

=

Auction Indicetesc
1B

Mo Respones

Mot Applicable

I i Action Indicated
- Action Indicated

Mo fuct Indicated
Ma F — o |-:-:gn i
13

# Bexponeed Mo Bezpons= ) Mot &pplicables @ Mo Scton Indicsfed ®fi:Ban Indlcated



Absentee Voting

Absentee Voting

By number of counties
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27 counties promote absentee voting for people awaiting trial. (give one or two examples.)


Election Day Voting

Election Day Voting

By number of counties
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One county addressed election day voting. (example)


Partnerships and Collaborations

Partnerships and Collaborations

By number of counties
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Many counties collaborate with partners to assist with in jail voting. Ingham and others work with the League to ensure that people awaiting trial have the opportunity to  register and vote. 


Transparency and Accountability

Transparency and Accountability
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Keep in mind
that every
county is
different

The principles remain the same;

But the way it looks is different for
every county.
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No one does voter education better than the League and no organization works harder to protect the right to vote for eligible citizens. We welcome you as a partner in this effort.
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Presentation Notes
Local Leagues have an important role in this effort. 
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Presentation Notes
Thank you. Do you have any questions for me? Or perhaps, those of you who are working with local officials to promote in jail voting could share your experience. 
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